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X. Y. Z. asks:

1.    How long   are we to be  non-violent,   supposing  the  Government
tried to molest us in wicked ways?

Certainly till we have disarmed the Government. When we
took the pledge we did not expect the Government to let us
down gently.

2.    If we get swaraj how are we to be protected against  invasions of
foreign nations?

You must see the old files-of Young India. But generally it may
be stated that we need not apprehend any trouble from foreign
powers, but if they invade us without any offence on our part, we
must trust to our capacity for suffering to be able to defend our-
selves against all aggressors.

3.    Will the feudatory States retain their rule?

Certainly. We have no design upon them. They will have
more real power than they have now. They will naturally be
amenable then to the pressure of public opinion whether within
or without their borders.

4.    Are you going to proclaim a republic if you are successful in civil
disobedience?   Maulana Shaukat AH expressed such opinion.

Civil disobedience of the fierce type contemplated at Delhi
by me has been knocked on the head by Bombay for some time to
come. In any case I do not think that non-co-operators have so
far consolidated their power or done so much constructive work
as to warrant the declaration of an effective republic at the end
of the year. In no case does it rest with one man to proclaim or
not to proclaim a republic.

5.    Will you give compensation to the Parsis who have been  principally
the mischief-mongers?

You evidently beg the question by calling Parsis "the mischief-
mongers5'. I am firmly convinced that Hindus and Mussulmans
started the mischief. I shall certainly hope that Parsis and Chris-
tians will be patriotic enough not to seek compensation through
the Government and that there will be a non-official committee
consisting of impartial co-operators and non-co-operators to receive
and inquire into the claims for compensation by. all private persons
who might have suffered during the unfortunate disturbance.
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